
Environmental Commission Meetinq Minutes - December 19.2022

Present: Rich Rodack (via Zoom), Miriam Reichenbach, Ed Komczyk, Russell Price, Marilyn Quinn. Alternate: Ken
Miller, (via Zoom, voting alternate), Carl Ford (voting alternate, arrived at approximately 7:25 P.M.)

WD Twp Representative: None
Student Reoresentative: Colwyn Moser, Kathryn Pitts
Public - Mr. Mo Perera
Guests: None
Call to Order: Miriam Reichenbach called the meeting to order at 7:07 P.M

Secretarv's Report - Meetinq Minutes - Rich took attendance and asked for a motion to review the draft
November meeting minutes. Miriam made the motion and Russ seconded it. There were no objections. The
minutes were discussed and there were two revisions suggested to the draft minutes. Rich asked for a motion to
approve the amended minutes. Ed made the motion and Russ seconded it. The amended minutes were approved
with no objections. Rich reported that the only correspondence received at the WDEC mailbox was a letter from
ANJEC requesting payment of 2023 membership fees. Rich said this item was on the agenda to be discussed later
in the meeting by the chairperson.

Old Business
Township Liaison Report: No report

Student Representative Report: Miriam asked Colwyn to get her the high school bus schedules. Miriam will send
them to Eric and Ahmad for their information and use when discussing the proposed trailer parking lot to be
developed on the Rock Products property. ln addition, Colwyn said he would also look into the construction of bus
barns at the middle school and report at the next meeting.

Ghairperson's Report:

Update on Nature Trail Extension - Ed reported that some of the signs were moved as planned and all signs are
holding up pretty well. He also reported that the nature trailwould likely be extended in the spring, along with the
construction of a bird observation platform.

Bus Schedule Information for Planninq Board Use - See the discussion in the student representative section
above.

Parkinq Lot Zoninq Question - ln follow-up to the discussion during the November meeting, Eric emailed the
information to the environmental commission membership regarding the allowed property uses under areas zoned
as M-1 Light Manufacturing. He confirmed that a trucking yard is a permitted use under this zoning designation.

2023 ANJEC Membenship Fees - Rich talked about the correspondence received from ANJEC requesting
payment of 2023 membership dues. Rich said that the membership fee would be calculated on the number of
persons requesting membership. He said seven members would be covered at a base cost of $400, with each
additional member covered at a cost of $35 per person. Rich proposed that the two alternates to the commission
be included as well as the three student representatives and the township liaison. This would bring dues for 6
additional people at an additional cost of $210, bringing the total for 2023 membership dues to $610. Rich asked
for a motion to approve the payment of the dues in the amount of $610. Ken made the motion and Russ seconded
it. The motion passed with no objection. Action ltem - Rich to complete the application and submit it to the
township for oayment. Ed to provide Rich with updated contact information for completion of the application.

New Business:
Communication with Residents - Nothing new to report.



LNG and other Project Updates - Marilyn talked about LNG usage and others talked about natural gas being a
cleaner burning fuel as compared to coal. Marilyn added that you had to take into account methane emissions
associated with the production and transportation of natural gas.

On other topics Marilyn reported that the Sierra Club published an article on PFOS and she also reported that
Maryland passed a law that prohibits Home Owner Associations from requiring homeowners to meet certain
community landscaping standards, thus allowing for alternate landscapes.

Planninq Board - Eric was not present at the meeting but reported via text message that the December 27th
planning board meeting may be postponed. He would follow-up with WDEC members as he learned more. The
action item from last meeting regarding the truck yard zoning question was addressed in the chairperson's report
above.

A question arose regarding the Rock Products property sale and where Rock Products would be relocating to
Marilyn and Carl said they will look into the question and report back.

Financial Report: Eric provided the financial report via email. The trust fund balance was $18,793.48 and the
general budget balance was $3,508. Rich reported that Eric's email also stated that the remaining balance in the
generalfund would be transferred into the 2023 trust fund balance.

For the Good of the Order:
MnbirdcountthatwasconductedonDecember17|hinthewesternpartofGloucester
County. He participated along with other volunteers and counted approximately 1000 birds representing 38
species. Noteworthy species were 1 great horned owl, 2 eagles, 2 blue herons, and 7 hawks of varying types. He
noted that anyone can volunteer for next year, just let him know.

Another topic discussed was the move away from fossil fuels to renewable energy and the possibility of
transitioning to clean energy by 2050 in NJ.

Colwyn also talked about an article he read regarding the progression of nuclear fusion research.

Public Comment: No comments.

Adiourn: Miriam asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Russ made the motion and it was seconded by Ed
Miriam adjourned the meeting at 7:56 P.M. with no objections.

Dates to Remember January 23'd,2023 EC meeting, T:00 P.M., in-person, RiverWinds
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Signed and submitted by Rodack, WDEC Secretary


